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Dr. Bharat Vatwani,
Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation,

Karjat, Mumbai

Subject: About external support to Shraddhavan at Nagpur

Dear Sir,

As per our talks during your last visit to Nagpur, we are delighted to know
that Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation and Baba Amte's Maharogi
Sewa Samiti are going to start a Centre for wandering destitute roadside
Psychiatric patients at their Ashokvan Center in Nagpur and follow
through on their Reunions with their families, after treatment and
remission of symptoms.

Inview of the noble, social cause which is totally free for the patients that
you are already doing, and as you plan to extend the same noble cause
in central India region at Nagpur, we, Psychiatric Society, Nagpur are
willing to extend an External Support to this project.

Kindly accept the same.

With best Wishes and Regards.

r. Nikhil Pande Dr. Abhishek Mamarde

Secretariat
Dr. Abhishek Mamarde, Third Floor, IMA Annexe Building, North Ambazari Road, Nagpur-440 01
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Two Magsaysay awardees...

families. The foundation is
doing this work in collabo-
ration with three states
namely--Odisha,
Chhattisgarh and
Maharashtra so it takes the
cases of people from these
states,” explained Dr Pande.

During the programme,
some 20 persons from dif-
ferent States who got cured
aretobesenttotheirrespec-
tiveStates. These patientsare

several places where men-
tally ill patients are treated
in Nagpur but those are full.
At Ashok Van, Dr Amte has
provided huge place where
wards havebeenplanned for
the patients’ stay. They will
stay till they get cured. In
many cases families don't
accept them. In such cases
centreagainaccommodates
them.

“But our main concern is
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HAPPY
REUNION

W By Vikas Vaidya

“RITU."

An emotion-filled voice hit
hisears. Themiddle-agedman
turned towards the voice. He
saw a woman with her eyes
wellingup, and the youngman
Rohit (name changed) by her
side. Fora few seconds, he just
stared at them blankly. The
young man stepped forward
and hugged him tightly.

Pointing at the lady, Rohit
asked, “Baba, you know who
sheis?" Themiddle-agedman,
Ritu (name changed), replied
calmly, “(My) wife!”

News

The lady, Ritu's wife Meena
(name changed), stepped
ahead and touched Ritu's feet

finding the patients and
treating them. Dr Vatwani

mostly from poor back-
ground who are left alone by

City psychiatrists come together

Reality-challenged’ man meets family after 8 years
Shraddha Rehb brings back schizophvena patien - once a cheerul shopkeeper - who suddenlylost i cool one day and lf home

Then, this family of three sat
down for a long and leisurely
conversation. After all, Meena
and Rohit were meeting Ritu
after eight long years!

Meena and Rohit had spent
sleepless nights in the eight
years since Ritu left his home
fromavillage in Giridih district
of Jharkhand. Each time they
thoughtofRitu, which wassev-
eral times in a day, they just
hoped that Ritu was alright
wherever he was, and prayed
for him. When they found Ritu
at Ashok Van near Nagpur on
Sunday, they were choked with
emotions -- joy, curiosity, anx-
fety, excitement. Ritesh (Ritu)
was still silent, while Meena
and Rohit could not stop chat-

Ritesh Kumar with his son
and wife on a video call with a
relative after the reuniting with
his family after eight years.

ting. Rohit even made a video
call to his daughter and intro-
duced her to her grandfather.

Contd on page 2

to treat challenged

N a g p u r B Staff Reporter

THEIR strong will to work for
the mentally challenged des-
titutes has finally crossed the
legal hurdle. Now, two
Magsaysay awardees, Dr Bharat
Vatwani, founder trustee of
Shraddha  Rehabilitation
Foundation, which has been
working for the cause of men-
tally ill and destitutes, and
‘Padma Shri' Dr Prakash Amte
havecometogethertohelp the
city psychiatrists succeed in
theirendeavourtoprovidebet-
terhealthcaretomentally chal-
lenged destitutes.

DrAmte has made available
the place at Ashok Van along
Wardha Road to run the proj-
ect while Dr Vatwani's
Shraddha Foundation will
help in establishing and run-
ning the centre. Long ago, Dr
Ashish Bhattad, the then
President of Psychiatrists
Society of Nagpur (PSN), had

FEBRUARY 2024

destitutes

thought of startingsuchacen-
tre. But the idea could not be
converted into reality because
of some legal issues.

Now, under the presi-
dentship of Dr Nikhil Pande,
the association, finally, could
succeed in setting up the cen-
tre which will be inaugurated
at 11 am on Sunday at Ashok
Van in presence of Dr Amte
and Dr Vatwani.

“Therearealotofissueswith
mentally challenged destitutes.
Due to illiteracy and no fami-
ly support, such persons
remain untreated. Due to the
mental ailment, these people
have low intelligence quotient
due to which they are not able
to tell their identity, their res-
idential address. Mostofthem
are totallylost, theirlanguages
might be different. DrVatwani
in his attempt to treat such
people cured hundreds of
peoplewhoreunitedwith their

Contd on page 2

their families mostly at rail-
way station or bus stands in
other states. The centre at
Nagpur will handle the part
of transition of patients also
aftertheirrecovery. Thereare

has done yeoman's work in
this particular sector so we
will geta lotof support from
him. We psychiatrists will go
1o the centre and treat the
patients,” said Dr Pande.

Dr Bharat Vatwani with his team and Nagpur's psychiatrists at Ashok Van in Nagpur. Dr Vatwani
has started this sub-centre of Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation at Ashok Van with the help of
Dr Prakash Amte, where city psychiatrists willingly render their services. (Pics by Vikas Vaidya)

‘Reality-challenged’ man meets family after 8 years

Contd from page |

It was indeed a happy reunion.

However, this reunion did not come
easy.

Beforeleaving his homeina fitof rage,
Riteshwasavery happy person running
asmall grocery shop. “He was a cheer-
ful and enthusiastic man,” recalled his
neighbour and friend Rajkumar (name
changed), who works at Nagpur.
Rajkumar also met Ritesh after eight
years, and could not believe the change
that had taken place in his friend.

Everything was smooth in the llle of

Reality challenged: What does it mean?

REALITY those who f

" gledo. They

mn-mmummmmmmmammmmwmmm-
tally chalienged. Suppose a patient is suffering from schzophrenia, he lives in bis own world. He can't inter.
pret things happening around hen like any common or mentally sound person does.

DrSwarali Kondwilkar, atreating doc-
tor with Shraddha Rehabilitation
Foundation, offered an explanation. “It
will take some more time for Ritesh to
show more improvement. Normally,
such patients showimprovement with-
in a mnnlh The trend of pcrindirunﬂ

some

was suffering from a mental ailment.
They contacted Shraddha Rehabilitation
Foundation at Karjat in Maharashtra,
run by Ramon Magsaysay awardee Dr
BharatVatwani. The Foundation's team
luol Ritesh to kaml \\hcn- doctors

Ritesh and his family. But,
happened eight years ago, and Ritesh's
normal behaviour changed. He acted
suspicious, started shouting, gotirritated
everynowandthen. And, one fine morn-
ing, he just left home in anger. His fam-
ily felt that he would come back, but
he didn't.

Finally, they lodged a complaint with
the local police and kept waiting. He
was the only bread in the fami-

jaand
started treating him armrdm)dy.

A team of social workers started
searching for the native place of Ritesh
in a bid to trace his family.

It was difficult for everyone around
to understand the language he spoke.
Also, he was not opening up in conver-
sations. Samar Basak, a social worker
with  Shraddha  Rehabilitation

Iy Itwas difficult for the family to make
both L'm!s meet uhen hl‘ waslostinthe

F ion, spoke to Ritesh who did

notutteraword. Finally, Samar tookhim

outin lht openaic. Th“ idea clicked as
by

hishome-

vast thevillage. Gradually,
Rohit grew up and got a job at Delhi. All
thiswhile, the hopefulmother-soncon-
tinued the search for their family head.

Meanwhile, the story of Ritesh was
getting a bizarre twist. He must have
wandered many places, before heland-
edupal Ooty. Hewasadmitted toahos-
pital where the doctors found that he

town, Ritesh said, “Asansol (West
Bengal), and Deoghar (Jharkhand)".
“Since 1am from West Bengal, I could
understand that the language he was
speaking in had no connection with
Bengal. So, I thought he might be from
Jharkhand. I had a police officer friend
in Jharkhand with whose help | found

mm? time. The family will haw (0 han

outthatamissi ) lodged
about eight yearsago. Fortunately, Rohit
helped us a lot. We informed him that
wehad found his fatherand that he was
with us,” Basak told ‘The Hitavada'.

Nagpurcameinto pictureas the place
of reunion of Ritesh with his family as
Dr Bharat Vatwani, with the help of
‘Padma Shri’ and Ramon Magsaysay
awardee Dr Prakash Amte, has started
Shraddha Rehabilitation Foundation's
sub-centre at Ashok Van. Dr Amte has
made available a huge place in Ashok
Van.  Shraddha  Rehabilitation
Foundation brought 38 patients with
mental ailments from Karjat to Ashok
Van. Ritesh was one of them. Luckily,
on the day of the inauguration of the
sub-centre in Ashok Van, Ritesh was
reunited with his wife and son.

Thefamilymembers ofRitesh Kumar
stayed with him for some time. Though
he was composed, during video call to
his relatives back at his native place,
Ritesh suddenly shouted twice, for no
specific reason or at no one in particu-
lar. Obviously, the family members were
worried.

way
hlm better. Rohit has agreed to stay at
the village with his father, for one full
month. Gradually, things will improve,”
she told ‘The Hitavada’

“Villagers handle such patients in a
better way than the people in cities do.
They show patience and passion both.
Also, they havemoreattachment to peo-
pleoftheirown village,”added Dr Denit
Mathew, who works with Shraddha
Foundation that has rehabilitated 10,000
such patients.

Meenaand Rohit said that they could
not explain their joy when they got a
call from Shraddha Foundation. “In all
these years, we were clueless about
Ritesh. But, I wasoptimisticthat would
meet him some day. We will take every
care of him,” said Meena.

Of course, welcoming back a ‘reality-
challenged’ Ritesh in the family may
not be an easy task. But, no one under-
standsaman better than his family. The
happy reunion providedahope toevery-
one at Ashok Van sub-centre.

The mission to find the missing dear
ones continues...




o far

APTYR  :fe@r, 9¢ Bgardt, 203y t SakalNews ¢t SakalMediaNews ® www.esakal.com

MAHARASHTRA

News 379 ST SIS fTUSBUTR TE= S

MARATHI S JUTSAdS &1, THIT S d S, MR d1edTull Ii=a1d IR

g N e STt e
SAKAL §TS gl 7 ' Presrdor ome. TSI TR SR TR §3 ST Y
. e, R AR T TR oy o= ST SRS PR R 0 S
Nagpur AT, 4. 29 : S TR . R Afad o & RN (o S S
FEBRUARY 2024 T, GO TSI TRV 3. A STRI T SRR, ST SR} STt ST Sferet 2.
g Srara. fide d @, T IR T AVGrETS!
TréteR Sureft. v feaw 33 HIvfid g2 aa T, st

e g g, ge s YT ST T 999 Tt AfSeod 39 Wi W . [ R ‘ 3R G HTIOT iG] AT ARG SHRUATT JUT=AT
qeed ST Jaag oT T FROMR 3F. 9% arcaroit AR Jrsid @ie Juoe g a1 FaTuTdt IUHHTST ITISUTHIA IS HIFTRITIR dFoaieg
S 9 49 TRUEY iafatt g o omiie 9 3 TN, SIS AT TBUATET G o SITUIR TR, MEA S AFHIER doy Yo dary
BraTd. AT ST SRS T T TR IO 318, U I ST ARG A i) SUARTHIGT & feawreT s a7 4% Ae At

3 o 3% gaHraT PR e, fasy rgors ar gt e, o favary Afie dudly a1 JumHHTd a1 vt Heft fsumR o, & s wr.
PSR 3. TR T GO wmfe stftersift e dor. - BT, AR UIR, areiver aew, IR




NATIONAL
News

Nagpur

JUNE 2024

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Nagpur
Healing After Loss: Covid-19 pandemic spurred

rise in family acceptance of mentally-ill patients

Chaitanya Deshpande Jun 17, 2024

Nagpur: Thousands of people with mental illnesses end up on streets each year, isolated from their families. They need,
said Dr Bharat Vatwani, a Ramon Magsaysay Award-winning psychiatrist, who is on a mission to reunite them.

“Every year, Shraddha Foundation rescues around 1,000 such people from the streets, provides them treatment and
works tirelessly to reconnect these individuals with their loved ones,” said Dr Vatwani during his visit to Nagpur on

Sunday.

REUNITING THE 'LOST' ONES WITH FAMILIES

Stats of mentally-ill pateints rescued and reunited
with families over the years by Shraddha Foundation
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Dr Vatwani sees a silver lining emerging from the dark clouds of the Covid-19 pandamic. “Families seem more accepting
of their lost relatives lately. He observed.

He suggest this could be due to the loss many families experienced during the pandamic, making them more receptive
to reuniting with loved ones, even those estranged due to mental illness.

However, the road to reunification isn't without obstacles. “The biggest challenge is the lack of government support for
medication, “Dr Vatwani lamented. Even after recovery, many patients need medication, but families struggle to pay
for it. “This financial burden used to be a major reason families hesitated to take back their loved ones. “he added.

Dr Vatwani shed light to the stories behind such patients. “"Many leave their villages for city jobs, only to be exploited
and lose hope, “he said. The Shraddha Foundation team works to rebuild trust and reconnect them with their families.

The Magsaysay award winner wasn't very impressed with national biometric ID system , Aadhaar, in finding families.

“We rarely find success with Aadhaar, “Dr Vatwani said. The systems relative newness and the lack of Aadhaar cards
among many mentally ill individuals limit its effectiveness. The Shraddha Foundation relies on traditional methods
details conversations and questioning - to gather information, he added.

Dr Vatwani estimates over 20 lakh people in India are homeless, with 10 lakh facing mental health challenges. He was
optimistic though. "The good news is, most patients recover and can lead normal lives again, “he said.

In Nagpur, Shraddha Foundation has collaborated with the Nagpur Psychiatric Society (PSN) and Dr Prakash Amte, who
has provided space for their project. Dr Manish Thakre, President of PSN, highlighted their achievements. “We have
already reunited 20 people and are working on many more. Dr Vatwani has done yeoman’s work in this sector. PSN
members, all leading psychiatrists in city, visit this centre and treat the patients, “he said.
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Lost for 12 years, mentally unstable

woman reunited with her family in MP

Ved Ghulghule

G

Oct 15, 2024, 12.40 AM IST

Nagpur: In a heart-warming story of resilience, hope, and community support, Usha (name changed), a mentally ill
woman missing for 12 years, was reunited with her family on October 7, after months of recovery and a determined
search by social workers and local police.

Found wandering the streets of Dharampeth in the orange capital, Usha was living in a disoriented state for years,
unnoticed by many.

This year in June, Dr Dilip Gupta, president of Swami Vivekanand Medical Mission, reported her to Shraddhavan
Rehabilitation Centre, a Karjat-based NGO which was recently inaugurated in Nagpur in April this year at Ashokvan,
Jamtha.

Social worker Mayuri Bhong and the Shraddhavan team, with assistance from Sitabuldi police, rescued her from the
streets and brought her to the centre for care. Over the next several months, she was kept under intensive care,
leading to Usha's improvement, physically and mentally.

As she began to recover, fragments of her memory returned. Usha revealed that she was from Dongariya village in
Seoni district, Madhya Pradesh. She wandered away from her home over a decade ago, confused and untreated for
mental iliness. Her family, unaware of her fate, searched for her for years before assuming the worst — believing that
she had died.

Dr Swarali Kondwilkar, in charge of the centre and her treating doctor, told TOIl, "She was diagnosed with
schizophrenia. It took almost three months for her to recover and tell us about her hometown. Surprisingly, when we
visited her hometown, we found out that even her sister was missing for the past 10 years. Including her sister, even
her mother had mental illness."

Brough to the centre in June, Usha was deemed fit for discharge in October. Accompanied by Shraddhawan's senior
nurse, Chetna Naitamkar, and driver Jayesh Chudasama, she set out on the journey back to her village. However, when
they arrived, things took an unexpected turn. Usha couldn't recognise her surroundings, and none of the villagers
recognised her either.

Kondwilkar emphasised that when the team reached MP, they found out that there were many such villages and
tehsils with the same name, making it difficult even for the local police to locate her exact village. At this crucial
moment, Assistant police inspector Patel from Bhimagarh and sub-inspector Rajesh Sharma from

Palari stepped in. The officers launched a detailed search across nearby villages, spreading the word about Usha. Days
later, their persistence paid off when they received a call from her brother, Santkumar, confirming her identity.

Dr Kondwilkar also shared that Usha was married and had two sons. "She was married to a teacher in Jabalpur and
had two sons. However, after Usha went missing, her husband remarried. After we reached her home, Usha also
video-called her husband and talked to her sons."

The reunion was an emotional moment for the entire family. Santkumar and other family members, who believed
Usha to be dead, were overwhelmed with joy when they saw her alive. Her mother and sister, both suffering from
mental iliness themselves, lived with the pain of her absence for years.

Nagpur: In a heart-warming story of resilience, hope, and community support, Usha (name changed), a mentally ill
woman missing for 12 years, was reunited with her family on October 7, after months of recovery and a determined
search by social workers and local police.

Found wandering the streets of Dharampeth in the orange capital, Usha was living in a disoriented state for years,
unnoticed by many.

This year in June, Dr Dilip Gupta, president of Swami Vivekanand Medical Mission, reported her to Shraddhavan
Rehabilitation Centre, a Karjat-based NGO which was recently inaugurated in Nagpur in April this year at Ashokvan,
Jamtha.

Social worker Mayuri Bhong and the Shraddhavan team, with assistance from Sitabuldi police, rescued her from the
streets and brought her to the centre for care. Over the next several months, she was kept under intensive care,
leading to Usha's improvement, physically and mentally.

As she began to recover, fragments of her memory returned. Usha revealed that she was from Dongariya village in
Seoni district, Madhya Pradesh. She wandered away from her home over a decade ago, confused and untreated for
mental illness. Her family, unaware of her fate, searched for her for years before assuming the worst — believing that
she had died.

Dr Swarali Kondwilkar, in charge of the centre and her treating doctor, told TOIl, "She was diagnosed with
schizophrenia. It took almost three months for her to recover and tell us about her hometown. Surprisingly, when we
visited her hometown, we found out that even her sister was missing for the past 10 years. Including her sister, even
her mother had mental iliness."

Brough to the centre in June, Usha was deemed fit for discharge in October. Accompanied by Shraddhawan's senior
nurse, Chetna Naitamkar, and driver Jayesh Chudasama, she set out on the journey back to her village. However, when
they arrived, things took an unexpected turn. Usha couldn't recognise her surroundings, and none of the villagers
recognised her either.

Kondwilkar emphasised that when the team reached MP, they found out that there were many such villages and
tehsils with the same name, making it difficult even for the local police to locate her exact village. At this crucial
moment, Assistant police inspector Patel from Bhimagarh and sub-inspector Rajesh Sharma from Palari stepped in.
The officers launched a detailed search across nearby villages, spreading the word about Usha. Days later, their
persistence paid off when they received a call from her brother, Santkumar, confirming her identity.

Dr Kondwilkar also shared that Usha was married and had two sons. "She was married to a teacher in Jabalpur and
had two sons. However, after Usha went missing, her husband remarried. After we reached her home, Usha also
video-called her husband and talked to her sons."

The reunion was an emotional moment for the entire family. Santkumar and other family members, who believed
Usha to be dead, were overwhelmed with joy when they saw her alive. Her mother and sister, both suffering from
mental illness themselves, lived with the pain of her absence for years.
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Shraddhawan reunites 75-yr-old woman with
family after nine years

Ved Ghulghule Dec 27, 2024, 01.11 AM IST

Nagpur: Nine years of separation and despair came to an emotional end on Christmas as Kaushalya, a 75-year-old missing since 2015, was

reunited with her family in Jeruka village, Madhya Pradesh, on Wednesday. Overwhelmed with joy, her son Ramgopal rushed forward,
lifted his mother in arms and carried her home amidst outpouring emotions and cheers from villagers.

"I never thought I'd see her again. We believed she was gone forever. This is nothing short of a miracle. | am beyond happy that we've
finally found her. When she came home that day, it felt like a dream. She's healthy and doing well, and that's all we could have hoped for,"
said Ramgopal with tears in his eyes.

Kaushalya's ordeal began in 2015, when she left home in search of her son, who had walked away after a family dispute. While the son
returned shortly after, Kaushalya did not, leaving the family to grieve her presumed death. She was rescued from the streets of Nagpur in
2016 and admitted to a charity home here. Her mental health condition, combined with partial blindness, age-related deafness, and
diabetes, left her vulnerable and unable to communicate her whereabouts.

Transferred to Shraddhawan in November this year for specialised care and rehabilitation, Kaushalya's story began to emerge during
repeated counselling sessions. With support from the Psychiatric Society, Nagpur, and Baba Amte's Maharogi Sewa Samiti, Shraddhawan
worked to stabilise her health and uncover her identity.

"Kaushalya had fragmented memories of her family and village. It took almost a month of patient counselling and medical care to piece
together her story," said Dr Swarali Kondwilkar, the psychiatrist in charge at Shraddhawan.

While talking to TOI, Kondwilkar said, "For the past eight years, she was in a shelter home, but they couldn't identify the cause of her
condition without professional assistance. Although she did not suffer from any mental illness, her cognitive impairment due to old age
put her at risk of developing dementia if her diabetes, blood pressure, and other age-related issues weren't properly managed."

Declared fit for discharge on December 24, Kaushalya embarked on a 600km journey to her home the next day, accompanied by senior
nurse Chetana Naitamkar and social worker Pinky Jena. Upon reaching Jeruka, the villagers immediately recognised Kaushalya and called

her family. Her son arrived in minutes, lifting her out of the vehicle and carrying her home as the entire family wept with joy.

Shraddhawan, inaugurated in April 2024, shelters and rehabilitates mentally ill destitutes, providing medical and psychiatric care until they
can be reunited with their families. With regular visits from psychiatrists and a dedicated team of caregivers, the centre has reunited over
100 individuals in just eight months.
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:Christmas reunion for
‘widow missing for 9 yrs

After years of uncertainty, Kamini’s family speaks of the miracle of her return,
recounting a tragic separation that lasted nearly a decade

VINOD KUMAR MENON
vinodm@mid-day.com

IT was nothing less than a real
Santa gift for the family mem-
bers of Kamini Shekhawat
(name changed), a 70-year-old
widow and a mental health pa-
tient, who was missing for over
nine years and was reunited
with her family on Christmas.

Kamini was traced to the
Shraddhavan Rehabilitation

. Centre in Nagpur, where

she was treated and cured.

She then revealed her
identity and place of
stay—over 600 kilo-
metres from Nagpur

10

and social workers of
Shraddhavan, who
not only took care of
my mother but also

and traced to a vil- St treated her and reu-
lage in Rewa district Agf‘::;'(aa“rgtm nited her with us. It
in Madhya Pradesh. is nothing less than a
Not less than a miracle miracle,” said her son

“We had given up hope. It has
been over nine years since
she had been missing. Today,
the entire village is excited
to see her back, I will always
be indebted to the doctors

Shraddhavan Centre Nagpur is ahome is dedncated only for the wanderlng mentally ill. FILE PICS

Rakesh, (name changed),
34, speaking to mid-day soon
after the reunion.

When asked about the cir-
cumstances that resulted in
her going missing, Rakesh
said, “l recall, I had left the
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house, after an argument with
my mother and I told her I am
going to Nagpur and would
never return. A few months
later, when I returned home, I
learnt that my mother left the
house in search of me, and had
been missing since then.

Rewa to Nagpur

According to Dr Bharat Vat-
wani, on July 21, 2016, Kamini,
was rescued from the streets
of Nagpur and was admitted
to Mother Teresa Missionar-
ies of Charity (MOC), Nagpur.
She was transferred to Shrad-
dhavan Rehabilitation Centre
on November 27 this year for
further treatment and reha-
bilitation.

Multiple health issues

Dr Vatwani said “Kamini was
partially blind in both eyes
due to a degenerative ocular
condition, mildly deaf from
age-related issues, and had
uncontrolled diabetes. She
also showed behavioural
changes linked to early organ-
icity, a psychiatric condition.
The team at Shraddhavan, in-
cluding doctors, nurses, and
social workers, ensured her
medical and psychiatric recov-

The centre helped reunite Kamini with her family

‘Urecall, I

had left the
house, after an
argument with
my mother and

I told her I am
going to Nagpur
and would never
return’

Rakesh, Kamini’s son

ery. Through repeated coun-
selling, they learned she was
from Rewa district, Madhya
Pradesh, and often spoke of
her son, daughter, and daugh-
ter-in-law, expressing longing
for them. On December 24,
Kamini was declared fit for
discharge. The next day, head
nurse Chetana Naitamkar and
social worker Pinky Jena reu-
nited her with her family. Dr
Vatwani said, “An emotional

reunion on Christmas reminds
us of God’s wondrous ways,

where darkness precedes
light”
Social worker speak

On the morning of December
25, Kamini, along with Chet-
ana and Pinky, arrived at Rewa
railway station. As their au-
torickshaw entered the village,
Kamini recognised her sur-
roundings and identified her
house near the school. When
the auto stopped, villagers rec-
ognised her and informed her
son, who came rushing. Over-
whelmed with joy, he carried
his mother, Kamini, in his arms
to their house. Her daughters
and daughter-in-law em-
braced her with tearful eyes,
grieving yet relieved. Kamini,
too, wept as she hugged each
relative. “Our volunteers will
stay in touch with the fam-
ily and continue providing
free medications. Such re-
unions aid recovery,” said
Chetana.
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Shraddhawawn Center tn collaboration with Amte’s Maharogl Seva Samitt,
Supported by Psychiatric Society, Nagpur - Operative from 9™ April, 2024

Shraddhawan Rehabilitation (Centre

Ashokwan, Jamtha, Nagpur (MH)

Shraddhawan Rehabilitation Centre

Ashokwan, Jamtha, Nagpur (MH)

Shraddhawan Rehabilitation Centre

Ashokwan, Jamtha, Nagpur (MH)

Supported by Psychiatric Society, Nagpur
Supported by Psychiatric Society, Nagpur pp by Psy v

STATEWISE REUNION FIGURES

Supported by Psychiatric Society, Nagpur
STATEWISE REUNION FIGURES

STATEWISE REUNION FIGURES

January to December 2025

April to December 2024 January to April 2026

MADHYA PRADESH

MAHARASHTRA 45
MADHYA PRADESH 18 ODISHA 40 MADHYA PRADESH 29
MAHARASHTRA 26 BIHAR 34 ODISHA 19
ODISHA 9 c‘::ﬁi‘:;‘;iﬁ; ;z MAHARASHTRA 16
BIHAR 18 RERARS = JHARKHAND 16
WEST BENGAL 6 AR FRABES 15 CHHATTISGARH 10
CHHATTISGARH 1 ASSAM 8 BIHAR 9
JHARKHAND 1 KARNATAKA a ANDHRA PRADESH 8
UTTAR PRADESH 15 TAMIL NADU 4 WEST BENGAL 6
KARNATAKA 1 HELANCAND : UTTAR PRADESH 6
RAJASTHAN 3
TAMIL NADU 1 —————— 5 ASSAM 3
TELANGANA 1 P = TELANGANA 3
RAJASTHAN 3 HARYANA 1 KARNATAKA 1
ANDHRA PRADESH 1 PUNJAB 1 TAMIL NADU 1
UTTARAKHAND 1 AREURA 1 RAJASTHAN 1
DELHI 1 SRR = PUNJAB 1
CHILDREN - MAHARASHTRA 2
CHILDREN - CHHATTISGARH 1
OTHER COUNTRIES OTHER COUNTRIES
OTHER COUNTRIES
NEPAL 1 NEPAL 1
NEPAL 5
TOTAL 124 TOTAL 297 TOTAL 130
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